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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the last  candidate 

in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the first .  

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded for  what  they 

have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to their percept ion of 

where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should always 

award full m arks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark schem e to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be m arked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev e l  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a ‘best - fit ’ 

approach, deciding which level m ost  closely describes the qualit y of the answer. Answers can 

display characterist ics from  m ore than one level, and where this happens m arkers m ust  use their 

professional j udgem ent  to decide which level is m ost  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After  a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the m ark within t he level. The 

inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a level has 

specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of m arks available in a level and not  rest r ict  

m arks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or  the upper-m iddle m ark if 

there is an even num ber of m arks)  and then m ove the m ark up or down to find the best  m ark. To 

do this, they should take into account  how far t he answer m eets the requirem ents of the level:   

• I f it  m eets the requirem ents fully ,  m arkers should be prepared to award full m arks within 

the level. The top m ark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as can realist ically 

be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  m eets t he requirem ents of the level, m arkers should consider awarding 

m arks at  the bot tom  of the level. The bot tom  m ark in the level is used for answers that  are 

the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle m arks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable m atch to the 

descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between som e characterist ics of the level that  

are fully m et  and others that  are only barely m et . 



   

 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  2  
 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est io n  1 ( a)  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source m aterial, prim ary and/ or 

contem porary t o the per iod, within it s historical cont ext .  
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

•  Dem onst rat es surface level com prehension of the source m aterial 

without  analysis, select ing som e m aterial relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

•  Som e relevant  contextual knowledge is included but  presented as 

inform at ion rather than applied to the source m aterial. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is assert ive with lit t le substant iat ion. 

The concept  of value m ay be addressed, but  by m aking stereotypical 

j udgem ents. 

 

2  
 

4 – 6  
 

•  Dem onst rat es som e understanding of the source m at erial and at tem pts 

analysis by select ing and sum m arising inform at ion and m aking 

inferences relevant  t o t he quest ion. 
 

•  Contextual knowledge is added to inform at ion from  the source m aterial, 

but  m ainly to expand or confirm  m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

with som e substant iat ion for assert ions of value. The concept  of value is 

addressed m ainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgem ents m ay be based on quest ionable assum pt ions. 

 

3  
 

7 – 1 0  
 

•  Dem onst rat es understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 

inferences. 
 

•  Sufficient  knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 

support  inferences, as well as to expand or confirm  m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

based on valid criteria although just i ficat ion is not  fully substant iated. 

Explanat ion of value takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 

the nature or purpose of the source m aterial or the posit ion of the 

author.  



   

 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est io n  1 ( b )  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source m aterial, prim ary and/ or 

contem porary t o the per iod, within it s historical cont ext .  
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

•  Dem onst rat es surface level com prehension of the source m aterial 

without  analysis, select ing som e m aterial relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

•  Som e relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 

inform at ion rather than applied to the source m aterial. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is assert ive with lit t le support ing 

evidence. The concept  of reliabilit y m ay be addressed, but  by m aking 

stereotypical j udgem ents. 

 

2  
 

4 – 7  
 

•  Dem onst rat es som e understanding of the source m at erial and at tem pts 

analysis, by select ing and sum m arising inform at ion and m aking 

inferences relevant  t o t he quest ion. 
 

•  Contextual knowledge is added to inform at ion from  the source m aterial 

but  m ainly to expand, confirm  or challenge m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  

with lim ited support  for j udgem ent . The concept  of reliabilit y is 

addressed m ainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgem ents m ay be based on quest ionable assum pt ions. 

 

3  
 

8 – 1 1  
 

•  Dem onst rat es understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 

inferences. 
 

•  Detailed knowledge of t he historical context  is deployed t o explain or 

support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge m at ters 

of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

explanat ion of weight  takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such 

as nature or purpose of the source m at erial or t he posit ion of the 

author. Judgem ents are based on valid criteria, with som e just ificat ion. 

 

4  
 

1 2 – 1 5  
 

•  Analyses the source m aterial, interrogat ing the evidence to m ake 

reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the m aterial can be 

used, for exam ple by dist inguishing between inform at ion and claim  or 

opinion. 
 

•  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context ,  but  m ainly 

to illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from  the 

content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 

need to interpret  source m aterial in the context  of the values and 

concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial uses valid criteria which are just ified 

and applied, although som e of the evaluat ion m ay not  be fully 

substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 

will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent . 



Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge 

and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the 

periods studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring 

concepts, as relevant , of cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, 

similarit y, difference and significance. 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 6  
 

•  Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the topic. 
 

•  Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 

and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 
 

•  The overall j udgem ent  is m issing or asserted. 
 

•  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tem pts to st ructure the answer, and 

the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 

 

2  
 

7 – 1 2  
 

•  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 

the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 

shown to relate t o the focus of the quest ion. 
 

•  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 

depth and has only im plicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 

the quest ion. 
 

•  An overall j udgem ent  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 

for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit . 
 

•  The answer shows som e at tem pts at  organisat ion, but  m ost  of the 

answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 

 

3  
 

1 3 – 1 8  
 

•  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  t o explain links between, the 

relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although som e 

m ainly descript ive passages m ay be included. 
 

•  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to dem onst rat e 

som e understanding of t he dem ands and conceptual focus of the 

quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 
 

•  At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for  j udgem ent  and to relate the 

overall j udgem ent  to them , although with weak substant iat ion. 
 

•  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 

argum ent  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 

 

4  
 

1 9 – 2 5  
 

•  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 

relat ionships between key features of the period. 
 

•  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of t he 

dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to m eet  m ost  of it s 

dem ands. 
 

•  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 

applied in the process of com ing to a judgem ent . Although som e of the 

evaluat ions m ay be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is 

supported. 
 

•  The answer is general ly well organised. The argum ent  is logical and is 

com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 

coherence or precision. 

 



 

  

Sect io n  A:  i n d icat iv e  con t en t  

Op t ion  2 .D:  Sou t h  Af r ica, 1 9 4 8 - 2 0 1 4  

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

1 a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e.  

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required 

to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other relevant  m aterial 

not  suggested below m ust  also be credited.  

Candidates are required to analyse the source and consider it s value for  an 

enquiry into the aim s of the United Dem ocrat ic Front .  

1.  The value could be ident ified in term s of the following points of 

inform at ion from  the source, and the inferences which could be drawn and 

supported from  the source:  

• I t  provides evidence of Boesak’s belief in a united South Afr ica in which all 

races were equal  ( ‘a united, undivided South Afr ica’)  

• I t  suggests that  Boesak rej ected the reform s recent ly int roduced by 

Botha’s governm ent  ( ‘not  j ust  a few token handouts the governm ent  sees 

fit  to give’)  

• I t  provides evidence that  Boesak aim ed for an im m ediate change ( ‘we 

want  them  now’) .  

2.  The following points could be m ade about  the authorship, nature or 

purpose of the source and applied to ascribe value to inform at ion and 

inferences:   

• Allan Boesak was a clergym an and his words reflected the views of m any 

churchgoers in South Afr ica 

• Boesak played a key role in the establishm ent  of the UDF and clearly 

ident ified with it s aim s 

• The purpose of the speech was to rally support  for the program m e of the 

UDF 

• The num ber of organisat ions at tending suggests wide sym pathy for 

Boesak’s views. 

3.  Knowledge of historical context  should be deployed to support  and 

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

•  Botha’s const itut ional reform s provided for separate parliam ents for 

Whites, Asians and Coloureds as well as urban councils for  blacks  

• The UDF opposed Botha’s reform s and inspired boycot ts of the elect ions 

which prom oted a tact ic to m ake South Afr ica ungovernable 

• The UDF called for the unity of all South Afr icans in a dem ocrat ic South 

Afr ica which would be free of the Hom elands and group areas. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

Answers will be credited according their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to the 

qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required 

to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other relevant  m aterial 

not  suggested below m ust  also be credited.  



 

1 b  

 

 

Candidates are required to analyse and evaluate the source in relat ion to an 

enquiry into the significance of Nelson Mandela to the internat ional com m unity. 

 

1. The following points could be m ade the origin and nature of the source 

and applied when giving weight  to selected inform at ion and inferences:  

• Obam a is m aking this speech at  Mandela’s m em orial service for  an 

audience of world leaders 

• A m em orial speech will focus on the posit ive achievem ents of the 

deceased 

• Obam a appears to be giving an honest  account  of the difficult ies in 

sum m ing up the life of an ‘icon’ 

• Obam a is using the speech to prom ote the idea of st ruggle to achieve 

freedom  and dem ocracy. 

 

2. The evidence could be assessed in term s of giving weight  to the following  

points of inform at ion  and  inferences:    

• Provides evidence of the im portance of Mandela in the history of the 

st ruggle against  apartheid in South Afr ica  ( ‘your freedom , your 

dem ocracy is his cherished legacy’)  

• I ndicates that  Mandela was of great  significance to the whole world 

( ‘inspired billions of people around the world’)  

• Suggests that  Mandela’s work would inspire others to push for  further 

change ( ‘Mandela showed us the power of act ion;  of taking r isks on 

behalf of our ideals’) .  

3. Knowledge of historical context  should be deployed to support  and develop 

inferences and to confirm  the accuracy / usefulness of inform at ion or to 

note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of content .  Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

 

• The at tendance at  the funeral by the president  of the USA and current  

and form er world leaders  

• The announcem ent  in 2009 by the United Nat ions that  Mandela’s 

birthday would be ‘Mandela Day’,  an annual event  in which cit izens 

across the world would do good deeds in honour of Mandela’s st ruggle  

• Mandela was widely revered by the internat ional com m unity for his 

m essage of forgiveness and equalit y and awarded the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 1993. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 



 

 

Sect io n  B:  in d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  2 .D:  Sou t h  Af r ica, 1 9 4 8 - 2 0 1 4   

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial which is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  how accurate it  is to say 

that  the victory of the Nat ionalist  Party in 1948 was the m ain reason for  the 

im plem entat ion of apartheid in the years 1948-59.  

The argum ents and evidence that  the victory of the Nat ionalist  Party in 1948 was 

the m ain reason for  the im plem entat ion of apartheid in the years 1948-59 should 

be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The growth of Afr ikaner nat ionalism  with the Dutch Reform ed religion at  it s 

core prom oted the idea that  God had different  plans for blacks and whites  

• The defeat  of the United Party in 1948 and increase in the Nat ionalist  Party 

m ajorit y in 1953 provided the m andate for  change 

• The act ion by the Nat ionalist  Party in packing the Senate with sym pathet ic 

Afr ikaners to push through legislat ion to exclude Coloured voters 

• The role of Hendrik Verwoerd as the new Minister  of Nat ive Affairs in 

form ing a range of laws including the Race Laws and the Group Areas Acts. 

The argum ents and evidence that  there were other reasons for  the 

im plem entat ion of apartheid in the years 1948-59 should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The internat ional context  – segregat ion in the southern states in the USA 

provided just ificat ion for  the Afr ikaners’ desire t o im plem ent  race laws, even 

though these laws were now com ing under fierce at tack in the USA 

• Declining Brit ish influence and prest ige in South Afr ica 

• Econom ic pressures – Afr ikaners feared the flood of black Afr icans into the 

cit ies to com pete for j obs and housing whilst  leaving a shortage of labour in 

rural areas 

• The failure of the ANC cam paigns to resist  the im plem entat ion of apartheid. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to the 

qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e.  The indicat ive content  below is 

not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m ater ial which 

is indicated as relevant .  

  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgm ent  about  the extent  t o which living 

standards in South Afr ica declined for black South Afr icans in the years 1973-94. 

The argum ents and evidence that  living standards in South Afr ica declined for  

black South Afr icans in the years 1973-94 should be analysed and evaluated.  

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• 1973 oil cr isis affected the South Afr ican econom y and led to a decline 

in the m anufacturing indust ry result ing in rising unem ploym ent  am ong 

black South Afr icans 

• The m igrat ion of black South Afr icans from  the farm s in the hom elands 

to the cit ies in search of em ploym ent  led to the proliferat ion of 

set t lem ents outside of t he towns where they lived in appalling 

condit ions 

• Populat ion growth intensified the problem  of unem ploym ent   

• High inflat ion during the period eroded m any of the gains that  black 

South Afr icans had achieved in wage increases.  

 

The argum ents and evidence that  there were im provem ents in the living 

standards of black South Afr icans in the years 1973-94 should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

•  Wages for black South Afr ican workers began to increase as a result  of 

increased st r ike act ion by t rade unions that  form ed illegally in the 

1970s and were recognised by the governm ent  in 1979 

• I n 1979 the governm ent  allowed urban Afr ican people the long term  

leases of their propert ies 

• I ncreased governm ent  investm ent  in educat ion for  black South Afr icans 

led to m ore opportunit ies for em ploym ent  in this sector  

• By 1990 substant ial num bers of black South Afr icans were in sem i-

skilled and skilled em ploym ent  in indust ry and a few had reached 

m anagerial level. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4   

Answers will be credited according their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to the 

qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e.  The indicat ive content  below is 

not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m ater ial which 

is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgm ent  about  the extent  t o which the rapid 

spread of AIDS in South Afr ica in the years 1990-2014 can be explained by the 

weakness of the governm ent ’s response to the crisis. 

The argum ents and evidence that  the rapid spread of AI DS in South Afr ica in the 

years 1990-2014 can be explained by the weakness of the governm ent ’s 

response to the crisis should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

 

• Mandela was preoccupied with the dism ant ling of apartheid and the 

building of the new South Afr ican state 

• Mbeki denied the science of AIDs, the link between HIV and AI Ds and 

believed that  focus on AIDS in South Afr ica was another form  of racism  

• Mbeki’s belief that  drug com panies were using AIDS to exploit  South 

Afr ica by selling over-pr iced drugs to com bat  AI Ds led to the decision 

not  to dist r ibute ARV to HIV sufferers. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  the rapid spread of AI DS in South Afr ica in the 

years 1990-2014 was not  ent irely the result  of the weakness of the governm ent  

response or can be explained by other reasons should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

•   The lim ited access of black South Afr icans to good qualit y healthcare 

and health insurance which im pacted on the t reatm ent  of infected 

people 

• The role of the m ining com panies -  young m en living way from  hom e 

when working in the m ines visited prost itutes;  com panies were slow to 

react  to loss of large num bers of m iners to illness  

• Cultural t radit ions led to m en refusing to use condom s when visit ing 

prost itutes and when sleeping with wives 

• Tradit ional m edicine led to HIV sufferers being advised to stop taking 

ARV 

• Jacob Zum a did recognise the threat  of AIDS, acknowledge the link 

with HIV and appoint  a health m inister who focused on m other t o child 

t ransfer,  all of which led to a part ial reversal of Mbeki’s policy. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 
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